2011 Fox Point Tennis

Another tennis season is upon us, and we all look forward to playing outdoors on our newly repaired courts! (more to come on the project in the next newsletter).

The Fox Point Tennis committee has been busy this winter planning a host of tennis events that we are sure you’ll “love”. Here’s what’s new and planned for 2011:

· A kick-off event with a “mixer” to celebrate our new season

· New weekday morning drill-and-play

· New evening Women’s tennis league

· New drop-in Friday night tennis socials
· Regular Saturday open play (8-10am)
· Sunday informal mixed doubles

· Fox Point tennis tournaments

Whether you are a seasoned pro or a tennis ‘newbie’, we want to see you on the courts! Take a moment and read the details below. If you have any questions, contact the appropriate contact below. 
The following activities are planned for this year, and we have listed the person(s) responsible for the coordination of these events.  These people make up the “Tennis Committee”, but please keep in mind that anyone can take on the responsibility of coordinating a tennis event.  We would love to have anyone join us who feels that they have an event that would be of interest to Fox Point.

Event



  
Person(s) Responsible
Youth Tennis Lessons



Marlene Slager     


slager@ameritech.net
Adult Tennis Lessons



Marlene Slager






slager@ameritech.net
Drill and Play




Joanna Carl
Wednesday Night Women’s League

Joanna_Carl@hotmail.com 
Friday Night Socials 



Therese Donoghue
Tennis Tournaments
pdonoghue@mindspring.com






Julie Walton






Julie.Walton@hotmail.com 
Men’s Open Play



Sanjay Holay







Sanjay_Holay@ameritech.net 
Tennis Chair/Board Rep


Mike Joyce







Mike.Joyce@intel.com
Youth Tennis Information
This summer we plan to continue to provide this excellent opportunity to all of our residents.  The philosophy on the courts is to offer a high level of technical instruction in a fun and exciting atmosphere.  By offering age appropriate classes and leveled instruction, all youths in the program have the opportunity to develop throughout the summer.  With the experienced teaching staff, children will be able to learn a lifetime sport at a very reasonable price.  The tennis staff is looking forward to another busy season on the courts.  
Once again, Josh Leighton will be back to organize the youth tennis program.  His pros, Josh Kolof and Meg Crowley, will take the lead role at our program again this year.  Josh Leighton is a fourth generation tennis professional who has been teaching for over fifteen years.  Currently, he is the Boys Varsity Tennis Coach at Deerfield High School.  This is his ninth summer with Fox Point, and Josh is eager to continue the growth of the tennis program.       

Josh Kolof is in his third season at Fox Point this summer.  For both the adult and junior classes, Josh has provided both energy and excitement to the classes.  This summer he will continue teaching the adults and will also be the lead instructor for the youth programs.  Josh played four years of tennis at Deerfield High School and finished his career playing #2 and #3 doubles on the varsity team during his junior and senior years.  As an instructor for our youth programs, Josh understands how to develop stroke technique while ensuring that each child has fun each and every class!
Fox Point resident, Meg Crowley, will continue to teach our programs.  After finishing her Barrington High School Tennis career with a 5th place finish at the IHSA State Doubles Tournament, Meg is excited to share her love for tennis with the Fox Point Community.  Nine years ago, Meg began playing tennis in the Fox Point program and later became a tournament player.  Currently, Meg is playing 3rd singles and #3 doubles as a freshman at DePauw University in Greencastle, Indiana.  Meg has a sound knowledge of the tennis fundamentals and she always teaches with a smile!    
 
The youth tennis program will be offering classes this year at four ability levels:  Tiny Tots (Pre K and Kindergarten), Youth Beginner Grades 1 – 3, and Youth Intermediate Grades 3 – 5 and Grades 6 - 8.  Class sizes will be held to approximately 15 children with a 5 to 1 child to instructor ratio.  Depending on class size, all three courts will be utilized if necessary.  As always, exact ratios depend on the class size, but the goal is to have all three courts utilized with approximately 5 children on each court with one instructor per court.  

Each class will be divided by both age and ability.  By teaching our classes in this manner, we can teach multiple ages on the three courts.  Generally, two courts will be used but if there is additional interest then we will have a third pro available.  Classes will begin for children 4 years old entering Pre-Kindergarten and above.
Tiny Tots and Beginner (Pre K (4 year olds) - 3rd grade):  Generally, these players would be hitting fed balls from the service line and would be able to hit a fed ball from the baseline on occasion.  Serving would be difficult and would most likely be practiced from the service line.  This class will focus on stroke development, footwork and will use games to keep the learning fun and enjoyable.  This summer, we continue our use of the “foam tennis balls” and “green dot balls” as an instructional tool for our young players.  These balls are endorsed and used by the USTA’s QuickStart Program.  This strategy of teaching will allow our youngest players to hit the ball over the net and begin rallying at a younger age.  
Intermediate (4th grade and up):  Players at this level would begin hitting fed balls from the baseline and would be able to rally from the baseline with a pro.  At this level, students should feel comfortable serving from the baseline and would be able to play baseline games against players at a similar level.  This class will continue to work on stroke development and footwork while incorporating many match-like situations.  For older children (or those who have advanced to a high level), these players will be able to play sets with one another.  In this case, players will be taught the basics of scoring and playing both singles and doubles.

We are offering (2) sessions again this year:  
Session 1 will be held from Monday, June 13 through Thursday, June 30.

Session 2 will be held from Wednesday, July 6 through Thursday, July 28.

The cost for each class will be $75/class/session.
Due to the strong turnout for Monday/Wednesday classes, two classes at the Beginner level will be offered.  On Tuesday/Thursday, one class per level will be offered. 
In case of rain, students will be allowed to attend another class at a different time or day.
This summer the staff will offer group lessons Monday through Thursday and will also be available for private or semi-private lessons.  Please call Josh at 773-443-3123 if you are interested in lessons for yourself or for your children.  

Adult Tennis Lessons, Drill & Play and Leagues
Adult lessons will again be offered this summer.  The format will be the same as last year offering a Beginner, Intermediate, and Advanced class, but note the day of week that each one will be offered.  Also, the adult lessons will start earlier than the youth lessons, so Monday, June 6 will be the first day of Adult lessons.
If you feel you can only attend a couple of classes - some from the first session and some from the second, let us know.  We are happy to accommodate you.

Session 1 will begin the week of Monday, June 6 and go through the week of June 27.

Session 2 will begin the week of Monday, July 5 and go through the week of July 25.

The cost for each class session will be – $60/session (4 classes)

New this year…Drill & Play weekday mornings! Drill with the Pro for 1 hour and then play for 30 minutes. 

The cost for each session is $60
Please see attached schedule and turn in your registration form soon!!
Thank you and look forward to see you on the courts!

